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Sanam Quraishi: From Revolution to Education

By Mariah Quinn

Education means a great deal o
Samam Moramed-Maziri Quraishi,
Churaighi was bomm into a life of privilege
in precevaolution Iran: her father was a
depurty minister in the Shah's govern-
ment and a professor at Tehran Univer-
sloy. “We really hed a very wonderful e,
and that changed very abruptly,” she
wand. “l ended up in one stodio with six
orher members of my lamily fof abool
fouir vears.”

And, she says. it was educadon that
allowed her family, who mowved first to
Paris and then the Unived States. o find
its footing when they were forced roflee
Iran in 1975 after the Islamic revoluton.
“It s aborut education. Had oy fathier not
had the education that he had we would
nad have been able to survive,” she said,

It was thode formative expericnoes
that pushed her on to a cmirse of phi-
lanthropy, with a panticalar fiocus on
education in developing madons. The
pari-rime Water Mill resident’s Larest
PG Wias SETVIME A% an ExEcniive pro-
dncer for 2 series of documentacies by
Students of (he Workl, a groap fun by
cullege students didicated (o raising
public awareness about 200al Concems
at the mrernadonal level. A fundradser
in support of SO wat hedd at her Wa-
ter Mill home in July.

The efort: of S0 — working on sas-
cinable village development fn [mdia,
conducting grassroots campaigns
against HIV-Als in Africa, providing

micro-fnsiness loans for women in
Mexico, and organizing a Flaying for
Peace basketball camp for Palestinian
and lsraell children — benefic the sm-
dinits as well 22 the people they are help-
ing, Quraishi said. “They mansform thelr
pereeptions of the whole world and they
comie back enriched with everything
theyve learned.”

Croraishi. who is 4 lawyer. also runs
her owm foundation, which is dedicated
to alleviating poverty and improving
afucanon in the developing waorld, in
partnershiip with the Clinfon Clobal I
Hative, Bill Clinton’s commmniny actbon
Eganization, Her own experiences in
Iran bed beer to believe the importance of
secular, universal education cannot be
umderescimated. “If we eoncenmated on
educating the whole world and do b
wilthour relighons nuances and polideal
overtones then perhaps we wouldn'
Tave so much finaddsm in the world,”
shee £a0d.

Tt is eagier to develop the mind of a five-
vear-old or a 1aear-old than o dhange the
minid of 3 Srearokl.” shie added.

The tulk of the foundatons effores
have been focused on India, with an eye
o engaging nadons thar are kecoming
increasingly prominent on e geo<po-
litical stage. "1t would make a lof of sense
il we start fo invest in conniries that,
whether we like it of net, we'ne dealing
with the most.” she said.

The guests at the Joly fondraiser saw
very clearly where their iTnves mments

went, “They coubd, for example, sponsor
the cost For one child o participate in a
Flaving for Peace club for ome year,”
Quraishi said, creating “very tangible
solutions.”

The activist said her own life, ffom
(e axuries and ke she experienced in
[ran wo the sorugeles her families en-

dured as they remade thelr lives after
the revolution, tasght her “life 1z atouar
mare than what vou have” For her, she
explained, “1t’s happenstance that some
of us have more resouroes than others
and it would onby be fair to share it with
the rest of the workd who is not as fortu-
nate”



